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Industry Calendar 2008

Feb. 6–9 IKECA Annual Meet-
ing. The Pink Shell Beach Resort
and Spa, Ft. Myers, FL. For
more info, visit www.ikeca.org.

Feb. 11–14 The American Rental
Association (ARA) The Rental
Show, Mandalay Bay Con-
vention Center, Las Vegas, NV.
For more information, visit
www.therentalshow.com. 

Feb. 13–16 International Win-
dow Cleaning Association
(IWCA) Annual Trade Show,
Town and Country Resort and
Convention Center, San Diego,
CA. For more information, visit
www.iwca.org. 

Feb. 28–Mar. 1 Pumper and
Cleaner International Expo,
Kentucky Exposition Center,
Louisville, KY. For more info,
visit www.pumpershow.com.

Mar. 5–6 DeckExpo 2008, 
Orange County Convention
Center, Orlando, FL. For more
info, visit www.deckexpo.com. 

Mar. 26–27 Advanced Manu-
facturing Expo, International
Centre, Mississauga, ON, CAN.

Mar. 31–Apr. 3 Westec 2008
Exposition and Conference, Los
Angeles Convention Center,
Los Angeles, CA. For more in-
formation, visit www.sme.org.

Apr. 14–16 Conposites Manu-
facturing 2008, Hilton Salt Lake
City Center, Salt Lake City, UT.
For more info, visit www.sme.org.

May 12–14 Montreal Manu-
facturing Technology Show,
Place Bonaventure, Montreal,
QC, CAN. For more informa-
tion, visit www.sme.org. 

May 20–22 EASTEC 2008,
Eastern States Exposition, W.
Springfield, MA. For more in-
formation, visit www.sme.org.

Sep. 9–11 ISSA/INTERCLEAN
North America 2008, Las Vegas
Convention Center, Las Vegas,
NV. For more information visit
www.issa.com. 

Oct. 5–7 CETA PowerClean 
2008 Trade Show and Conven-
tion, Hyatt Regency Crown
Center, Kansas City, MO. For
more info, visit www.ceta.org.

“The government projects that at least

36 states will face water shortages within

five years because of a combination of 

rising temperatures, drought, population 

growth, urban sprawl, waste and excess.”

—Brian Skoloff, AP News, Oct 26, 2007

We are an industry that depends on one 

natural resource: water. Without the availability

of water, there are no contractors, end-users, 

distributors, or manufacturers. Many of us take

water for granted, and I admit that I am one. I 

am blessed to live in a state where water is in 

good supply. It is our most important recreational resource for 

boating, fishing, skiing, camping, etc.

The availability of water is not taken for granted in Georgia, which

posted the second driest year on record in 2007. In fact, more than a

third of the Southeast is in a drought. The situation has hurt contractors

and distributors where, in some areas, water-usage restrictions were

put in place.

Conditions are sure to cycle around, and the dry areas will become

wet, while the wet areas dry out. However, every cycle seems to in-

crease the pressure on those who depend on the resource to conserve

it. Water capture and reclamation are topics that will not go away and

are sure to come under more stringent legislative efforts in the future. 

In the past, it seemed that the main concern about runoff was that

the dirty water would pollute. The EPA and individual states began to

legislate on that basis. However, it is not a far stretch to suppose that

things will change in the future, and that conservation of the resource

will be as important as pollution.

A story in The Financial Times of London began: “Water, like energy in

the late 1970s, will probably become the most critical natural resource

issue facing most parts of the world [in] the next century.”

That is important news to those of us who depend on it for our income.

Those who are proactive in the area of reclamation will find themselves

prepared to do business in the coming climate of conservation. If you

bring your water, reclaim it, clean it up, and if you aren’t already reusing

it, plan toward that capability, you might not be ahead of the game, but

at least you won’t be behind.
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